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Overview 

 

This is to document the materials, processes and techniques used to make the 

stained glass panel fabricated for auction at 3G’s (2015).  This auction was to help 

raise funds for the Carillion Pennsic Shower Fund.   The size of the panel is 12 x 15. 

 

Materials 

  

Lead 

Perimeter lead -  1/2" flat “H”. 

Interior circle - 3/16” round “H”. 

 

All lead is restoration grade lead from DHD Metals, Inc. 

 

Glass 

Border (A)  Lambert’s Green on Clear Flashed (1047GC/CL) 

Background (B) Lambert’s Dark Amber (74XX) 

Bell (C) Lambert’s Opalescent Black (2966) 

 

Procedures and Techniques 

 

The glass, lead and procedure to build this panel were done in period (as 

documented by Theophilus c. 1101) except as follows: 

 

 Glass was purchased, not manufactured (mouth blown) by me.  This is 

because it is beyond my means (financially) to be able to this myself.  

However, the glass used was full antique mouth blown glass 

 Lead was purchased, not hand cast.  This is due to the hazards of melting 

lead in my home. 

 For a complete description on how a stained glass window was built, please 

refer to my document Stained Glass in the Current Middle Ages.  This 

paper was published in the Ars Scientis Orientalis, and can be read at 

http://conoroceallaigh.wordpress.com. 

 

This style of stained glass panel is called an abstract mosaic.  Decorative glass 

windows appeared in Christian churches at a very early date.  For example, when 

http://conoroceallaigh.wordpress.com/
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describing Constantinople, the poet Prudentius (348 – c.410) was so impressed by 

the wide spread use of glass that he wrote:1 

 

In the round arches of the windows in the basilica shone glass in colours 

without number. 

 

The emphasis here is on color, not subject matter and it is certainly possible that 

many early glazing schemes consisted of abstract mosaics rather than painted 

historiated windows.  The term mosaic should not be confused with what we call 

mosaics today; small pieces of glass held in a pattern or design by concrete.  In 

this context, it denotes the construction of the stained glass window; cut pieces of 

colored glass whose design is delineated by thin strips of lead.  In the oldest 

windows, the lead was an integral part of the design as well as the construction of 

the window. 

 

An excellent example of this is the 7th century window fragment excavated at St. 

Paul’s Monastery in Jarrow, England (see below).  This is the oldest known example 

of a mosaic window. 

 
Excerpt from Stained Glass in the Current Middle Ages (page 24). 

                                         
1 Brown, Sarah and O’Connor, David, Medieval Craftsmen Glass-Painters. ISBN 0-8020-6917-7 
 


