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Overview 

 

This is to document the materials, procedures and techniques used to make the 

stained glass lantern for Lord Mungo Chinua.  This was a gift from me to him upon 

his induction into the Order of the Sagittarius.  Each panel of the lantern is 5 x 7. 

 

Materials 

  

Paints 

Vitrea 160(Pebeo en.pebeo.com)  

Lead 

None used.  This project was constructed using the copper foil 

technique. 

Glass 

Lambert’s Dark Blue on Clear Flashed (1006BL/CLC) 

 

Procedures and Techniques 

 

This project used 20th century techniques.  This was done for the following 

reasons: 

 

 Lead is a soft metal and I was concerned with the strength of the structure. 

 Although it is available, 90° corner lead is expensive.  My resources don’t 

want to sell me 1 or 2 lengths they want to sell me 50 lbs. 

 There is considerable heat build-up inside the lantern even from a candle.  I 

was concerned that the heat would start to melt the lead.  In other projects 

of this type, a Coleman lantern melted the solder on a copper foil lantern. 

 

The glass is period as it is full antique, mouth-blown, flashed glass. 

 

Painting and other embellishments to the panel were done using more modern 

techniques.  In order to get the yellow color for the centaur, the period material 

would be silver stain.  Silver stain is expensive, costing over $30.00 an ounce.   

 

The centaur on the panel was sandblasted before being painted.  This is because 

the rougher surface of the sandblasted glass holds the acrylic paint better than on 

the smooth surface of “unprocessed” glass.  A more period alternative to 

sandblasting would be glass engraving.  However, I have ready access to 
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sandblasting equipment.  The life of diamond tipped glass engraving tools are not 

very long and to purchase a new set of tips for every project is cost prohibitive.  

It costs me less to use the sandblasting equipment. 

 


